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The Blade Content Deadline 

The deadline for submitting content for 
the next issue is October 25, 2026. 
 
Please send all content requests to: 

mrsvb420@gmail.com 
 
 

 

New patient referrals: 
 
SHC-St. Louis:    314-432-3600 
 
SHC-Shreveport: 318-222-5704 

 

POTENTATE’S MESSAGE 

The last few months the Nobles of Scimitar, their La-
dies,  Divan, and myself have been busy with member-
ship and relations with the Grand Lodge of Arkansas. In 
June we had a Grand Masters Reception with over 80 
people in attendance and most recently held a Ceremo-
nial at the Scottish Rite Building with over 130 in at-
tendance. These events were orchestrated by a few tal-
ented people and the Scimitar Board of Directors 
thanks them for all their hard work. 
     In July,  many of us attended the 152nd Imperial 
Session held in Tampa Florida. The weather was perfect 
and we even got some beach time in. Just a few shorts 
weeks ago, Illustrious Sir's John Robinson, Charles 
Thomas, Lady Ruth,  and myself traveled to Davenport 
IA for CSSA. Again, the weather was perfect and we 
enjoyed seeing old friends, the competitions, and the 
parade. If you've never attended,  its a must on your to 
do list. 
     On September 25-27 we will be having the Poten-
tates Ball weekend at the Aloft Hotel in Little Rock. We 
plan to have the Hillbilly Degree,  Water Buffalo De-
gree,  and maybe a few other degrees with the Ball be-
ing held on Saturday Night.  Lady Krista and I look for-
ward to seeing you all there for our last big event. We 
also have the Golf at the Rock Tournament on Saturday 
Sept 12th and look forward to seeing you there as well. 
     I have been truly blessed to be the Potentate of 
Scimitar and its been an amazing year for our Organi-
zation.  I thank each one of you for all your hard work 
and dedication to bringing our membership back above 
water and organizing the events that keep us moving 
forward.  Keep up the great work Nobles and Ladies! 
Yours in Faith, 
 
Christopher Underwood 
Potentate Scimitar Shriners 
608-792-8792 
Potentate2026@yahoo.com 

" IT ALL STARTS WITH US!"  
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LOST IN THE DESERT 
Mark Berry      Gary Davis 

John Davis      Otto Diederich 

Robert Driesel           Marvin Durden 

Kevin Elliot      Darren Fariadacunha 

Phillip Harris      James Linthicum 

Bruce Martin       Austin Underwood 

Anthony Small      

  

MEMORIALS 

Kevin Hambel: 

  Consolidated Insurance 

Gerald Giattina: 

  Gardner & Lynn Burton 

Archie Neal: 

  Wayne & Joan Launius 

  David & April Moore 

  Dennis Stevens & Jane Archer 

Martha Kage: 

  Dennis Stevens 

  Wayne & Joan Launius 

BLACK CAMEL 

Floyd Weems Jr. 

Virgil Fiser 
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I hope everyone has had a great summer. Membership has been busy since the last 

Blade Article. We attended the Imperial Session in Tampa from July 10 – 17, 2026. We had 

the Most Worshipful Grand Master Thomas Lampirez and Right Worshipful Richard 

Smith, Grand Junior Warden of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 

Masons of Arkansas attend with us. The Grand Master was well received by the nobility 

and he and R.W Richard Smith enjoyed themselves. The Grand Master also attended the 

Grand Master Summit and Membership Hall of Fame Luncheon and said it was very 

informative. There are changes coming for Membership. Imperial Sir Larry Lieb is 

revamping Membership. More to come later. 

On July 27 th the Potentate and I attended the Ft. Smith Shrine Club Meeting at Van Buren 

Lodge #6. President Chip Cooksey and the Ft. Smith Shrine Club Members cooked BBQ 

Ribs and the fixin’s. Thank You for a great meal Noble Chip and Ft. Smith Shrine Club. 

Approximately 40 people attended the Membership Presentation. We had several 

brethren petition for membership and show interest. I would like to say Thank You to 

Noble Ricky Gwin who is the Master of the Lodge for allowing us to use the lodge that 

night. 

Then on August 15, 2026, we held the Arkansas Shrine Ceremonial at the Scottish Rite 

Building. We had 22 Nobles participate in the Ceremonial of which 6 were new 

candidates. Even the Grand Master participated. All had fun and enjoyed the day. The 

Demolay cooked and served the meal. Ill. Sir David “Hollywood” Adams headed the event 

and did a superb job. Lady Mary Lutgen, Lady Jennifer Adams and Lady Lynn Burton 

headed the lady’s event. Ill. Sir Gardner Burton headed the cast for the Ceremonial. A Big 

Thank You to all who helped put on the ceremonial. 

We started 2026 out with 273 regular members, as of the Ceremonial we are at 281 

members. We have had several former members show interest in coming back into 

Scimitar. When you are at your lodge talk about the shrine and invite your brothers to 

come to events that are scheduled. 

Upcoming events for September and October are as follows: Golf @ the Rock September 

12 th , Potentate’s Ball September 25 th – 26 th , Funraiser BBQ October 10 th , Halloween Trunk 

or Treat Party October 31 st . Invite your brother masons their ladies and friends to come to 

the events and see what Shriners are about. 

Lastly, since the Shrine in Arkansas has been reclassified as an Affiliate Body by the 

Grand Master, I ask that you talk to the brethren and ask them to join or rejoin the 

Shriners and support the Worlds Greatest Philanthropy Shriners Children’s. As 

Illustrious Sir Chris ‘s theme for the year says “It Starts with Us”. 

Fraternally Yours, 

John Robinson, PP 

MEMBERSHIP 
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SEPTEMBER: 
2nd       Funraiser Meeting 
8th        Directors Staff Meeting 
9th        Divan Meeting 
10th      Nomad Shrine Club Meeting 
11th      Stated Meeting-7:00 pm– Dinner 6:00 pm 
             Clown Meeting & Misfits Meeting—8:30-9:30—Temple 
             Ladies Meeting 
12th      Scimitar Golf Tournament 
14th      Bedouin Meeting 
17th      Faulkner County Shrine Club Meeting, North Pulaski Shrine Club Meeting 
19th      DON 
24-27    Shriners Retreat 
24th      Spring River Shrine Club Meeting 
28th      Finance Committee Meeting 
             Fort Smith Shrine Club 
 
 
OCTOBER: 
7th      Funraiser Meeting 
8th      Nomad Shrine Club Meeting 
9th      Stated Meeting-7:00pm-Dinner 6:00 pm 
           Clown Meeting & Misfits Meeting -8:30-9:30-Temple  
           Ladies Meeting 
10th     Funraiser BBQ 
12th     Bedouin Meeting 
13th     Directors Staff Meeting 
14th     Divan Meeting 
15th     Faulkner County Shrine Club Meeting, North Pulaski Shrine Club Meeting 
16-18   Scimitar Fishing Trip 
17th     D.O.N. 
22nd    Spring River Shrine Club 
26th     Finance Committee Meeting, Fort Smith Shrine Club Meeting 
31st     HAPPY HALLOWEEN 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

  

NEW  

“FEED THE FAMILY” DEAL 

FUNRAISER BBQ 

We will be selling family packs this year. This includes: 1 pork butt (pulled or 
whole), 1 quart potato salad, 1 quart BBQ beans, 1 pint coleslaw and 8 buns all for 
only $50.Contact any Funraiser to reserve yours today! 
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SHRINE FUN! 
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